
 

 

O ld Speck Mountain, the northeastern terminus of the Mahoosuc Range, has long been a popular hike along the Appalachian Trail.  Here, evidence from the last glaciation is everywhere, and in-

cludes scoured bedrock, Speck Pond tarn, erratic boulders and even the massive carved valley of Grafton 

Notch.  While its glacial history is part of what gives the rugged landscape of Western Maine its charac-

ter, exposed bedrock and shallow soils, harsh high elevation climate conditions, and catastrophic disturb-

ance events have also shaped the variety of vegetation and habitats found here.  The forests that have de-

veloped are adapted to these unique soil and climate conditions. 

Temperate northern hardwood forest is prevalent at the base of Old Speck. Deep, fine grained soils devel-

oped from the sediment  eroded from slopes above, support hardwood species including American beech, 

yellow birch and sugar maple. Ascending in elevation, harsh climate conditions lead to a change in forest 

type.  Red spruce and balsam fir are increasingly common, and hardwood species diminish.  Nearing Old 

Speckôs peak, even red spruce becomes scarce.  Here, heart-leaved-paper birch, balsam fir and scattered 

black spruce, highly tolerant of harsh weather and frequent disturbance, are the dominant canopy spe-

cies.  

Old Speck Mountain 

Appalachian Trail and Eyebrow Loop ï 6.2 miles round trip, Advanced 
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j Trailhead -70.94726, 44.59018 

The parking lot offers an excellent view of the cliffs on the east side of Old 

Speck. 

From the trailhead, there is a great view of the Eyebrow Cliffs and during the 

summer one may observe peregrine falcons, a species once extirpated from 

Maine due to the use of the pesticide DDT.  Peregrine Falcons were success-


